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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

September 27. 1973 

DIRECTOR , 
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 
(Fairmont City) Chemical Discharge 

. REPLY TO; 
117 West Hain Street 
Coninsvllle. III. 62234 

RECEIVED**"*' 618/345-6220 
SURVEILLANCE SECTION 

US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

I. 488281 

Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 
2501 Klngshlghway 
East St. Louis. Illinois 62202 

Gentlement 

SEP 28 1973 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

On August 21. 1973 technical reprasentatlvas of this Agency Investigated 
a report concerning the discharge of a chemical substance from your property. 
Nr. Robert Britt. plant manager, was contacted during the Investigation. 

The Investigation revealed that a discharge was not occurring at the time 
of the visit. It was apparent, however, that a large volume of a milky white 
substance apparently had recently been discharged to a drainage ditch adjacent 
to your property. Laboratory analysis of a sample from the drainage ditch 
revealed the liquid to be highly acidic and containing excessive concentrations 
of numerous contaminants. 

We trust that you are aware that discharges of this type may constitute a 
violation of the Environmental Protection Act and related Wbter Pollution Regu­
lations. ' 

0^ 
EWM/cas 

cc: DWPC-Records Uni 
cc: Mississippi Basin 

y 

Very truly yours. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

' James 8. Coyne. Supervisor 
Mississippi Direct Sub-UnIt 
Surveillance Section. DWPC 

In the New Illinois, we accommodate! 
2200 CHURCHILL ROAD 

. AT 2400 WEST JEFFERSON 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706 

AREA CODE 217-525-3397 
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY -

MEMORA NDUM 

Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 
Chemical Discharge 
(Industrial Waste) 

TO: Division of Water Pollution Control, Surveillance Section 

FROM: Eric W. Merz, Mississippi Direct Sub-Unit 

DATE: August 21, 1973 

INTERVIEWED: Lt. Donald Payne - U.S. Coast Guard 
Mr. Robert Britt, Plant Manager, Swift Fertilizer 

In the afternoon of the above date Lt. Donald Payne of the U.S.C.G. telephoned 
this office to advise the Agency that the Swift Agricultural Chemical Company in 
Fairmont City had discharged an unknown volume of white material from a chemical 
tank they were in the process of repairing. Lt. Payne said the Coast Ouard became 
aware of the problem the morning of the above date and immediately requested the 
company to abate the discharge. The company complied. 

At approximately 3:00 PM on the above date, C. V. Beck and the writer arrived 
at the Swift Company. A discharge was not observed. It was observed, however, 
that a white milky material filled a drainage ditch leading from Swift property. 
The drainage ditch drains directly to Rose Creek. The milky substance could be 
observed in Rose Creek for a distance of approximately 1/2 to "i/k miles. 

After making the above observations, Mr. Robert Britt, Swift Agricultural 
Chemical Company plant manager, was contacted. Mr. Britt indicated that company 
personnel were cleaning out a spent Sulphuric Acid tank (Sulphuric Acid is used 
in the manufacturing process of some fertilizers) with water and in turn discharg­
ing the water to the above described drainage ditch. Mr. Britt said a k inch sludge 
deposit in the bottom of the tank had to be flushed out in order to repair a leak. 
Mr. Britt did not know the amount of water that was discharged, but did say he was 
of the opinion that a sufficient amount of water was used to adequately dilute the 
sulphuric acid sludge layer in the tank. Mr. Britt also said that the company 
would not discharge any additional material in the tank. 

A sample of the remaining water mixture in the tank and a sample of the water 
in the drainage ditch at the apparent point of discharge were collect'^ed. The 
results are as follows: (copies of analysis sheets are attached) 

Iron (totaF)l^g/l 
Manganese mg/^1 
Mercury ppb 
Ammonia (N) mg/;l| 
Phosphorus (P) mc 
B.O.D. mg/1 
C.O.D. mg/1 
Susp. Sol ids mg/1 
pH 
Turbidity (JTU) 
Total Acidity mg/1 

"TANK" 
790. 
1.2 
55. 

50.0 
20.0 

Interference 
31,000 
1,600 
0.9 

10,000 
38,000 

"DITCH" 
350. 
1.6 
105. 
125. 
50.0 

Interference 
26,000 

135 
1.2 

5,000 
21,000 



SJ. CL'AliR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 
Chemical Discharge 
(Industrial Waste) Page 2 

An appropriate letter to the company is attached. 

The above is for your information. 

EWM/cas 
10/15/73 

cc: Mississippi Basin 

•A. -
i 

'ZL 

P.S. C. v. Beck took photographs of the Rose Creek drainage the following day. 
He is preparing a separate memo. 
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